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As Director of the Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Prevention,
my work centers on identifying and addressing social risk
factors that limit access to cancer care — from early detection
through treatment and beyond. 
 
Our Healthcare Navigation Program grew out of the Navigation
Capacity Initiative, supported by the American Cancer Society.
Through that work, we recognized an important gap: while
patient navigation is widely acknowledged as a critical
component of cancer care, social needs are not always
prioritized within traditional models. The Ralph Lauren Center
was established to address those gaps directly and
intentionally. 
 
Today, we are working to build a regional ecosystem for patient
navigation — one that collaborates across academic and
community healthcare systems throughout Los Angeles County.
By working together, we can more effectively address the social
barriers that too often stand between patients and timely, high-
quality cancer screenings and care. 
 
This mission is deeply meaningful to me. Delivering socially
informed patient navigation empowers patients — and anyone
impacted by cancer — to navigate the healthcare system with
confidence and to be active, informed participants in their care. 
 
Through this newsletter, we hope to keep providers, community
partners, patients, and advocates connected and engaged in
our shared work. In future editions, you can expect program
updates, partnership highlights, upcoming events, and stories
that reflect the collective impact we are making together. 
 
Thank you for being part of this effort. 



Lazy Acres is committed to reducing food
waste and fighting hunger by minimizing
landfill contributions and actively
supporting hunger relief efforts. Through
community outreach and innovative,
technology-driven initiatives, they are
helping transform the food system for the
better. 
 
We are deeply grateful to Lazy Acres for
their recent donation, which enabled us to
provide 10 grocery vouchers to community
members actively undergoing cancer
treatment in Los Angeles County. During
treatment, access to nutritious food can
make a meaningful difference in a
patient’s strength, recovery, and overall
well-being. These vouchers help ease the
financial burden many families face while
focusing on their health. Together, every
step forward makes a difference. 

The Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Prevention partnered
with Universal Community Health Center’s (UCHC) Food
Pantry Program to help families begin the year with healthy,
home-cooked meals. 
 
Thanks to the generous support of the Ralph Lauren
Corporate Foundation, UCHC staff and volunteers
assembled 300 Caldo de Pollo (chicken soup) kits filled with
fresh ingredients, including chicken, onion, cilantro, chayote,
tomatoes, squash, and potatoes. 
 
These kits reached neighbors across Historic South-Central
Los Angeles: 

215 kits were distributed during the January weekend
food pantry 
26 kits were delivered to home-bound community
members 
Additional kits were shared through weekday pantry
services 

 
This collaboration reflects a shared commitment to
addressing food insecurity and expanding access to fresh
fruits and vegetables in the communities we serve. For more
information about food pantry services and schedules,
please contact UCHC at 323-233-3100 ext. 149 or visit
uchcla.org/food-pantry. 

STARTING THE NEW YEAR WITH
NOURISHMENT AND COMMUNITY 

https://uscnorriscancer.usc.edu/rlc/

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT:
LAZY ACRES SUPPORTING
FAMILIES IN TREATMENT 

323-442-2186 rlcenter@usc.edu

SPRING | 2026


	SPRING | 2026
	Cancer CARE Connection
	NEWSLETTER
	COMMUNITY • ACCESS • RESOURCES • EDUCATION
	MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
	Chanita Hughes Halbert, PhD

	SPRING | 2026


	STARTING THE NEW YEAR WITH NOURISHMENT AND COMMUNITY
	PARTNER SPOTLIGHT: LAZY ACRES SUPPORTING FAMILIES IN TREATMENT
	323-442-2186
	rlcenter@usc.edu
	https://uscnorriscancer.usc.edu/rlc/


