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A.	Personal Statement 
I am an Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and the Behavioral Sciences at the University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine. A professional priority of mine is to engage in tobacco-related research that helps to prevent further health consequences of tobacco use and dependence, including cancer. I obtained my degree in clinical psychology and have a strong multidisciplinary background in addiction research. I bring both research and clinical expertise to my projects and obtained excellent research training and mentorship related to clinical, social, and intrapersonal factors that contribute to nicotine and tobacco use in vulnerable populations, including homeless youth, adolescents, young adults, racial and ethnic minorities, and veterans. I am the PI of a recently funded NIDA early career training grant involving the development and randomized controlled trial of a brief, mobile-based intervention targeting e-cigarette use and cigarette smoking susceptibility with content tailored for young adults (K01DA056699). In a separately funded project, I completed a study that may be used to inform future development of interventions targeting e-cigarette use and susceptibility for future cigarette smoking among young people. I also led the creation of a scale to measure behavioral strategies that college students use to limit or avoid using e-cigarettes. Through my work, I have established strong collaborative and professional relationships with other researchers who specialize in substance use research with faculty at the USC Tobacco Center of Regulatory Science (TCORS), USC Institute for Addiction Science (IAS), RAND Corporation, Colorado State University, Texas A&M University, and University of Washington. Overall, I have a strong publication record on research related to nicotine use, which potential clinical, research, and health-related implications that may help address the health consequences caused by tobacco use, including cancer. 


Ongoing and recently completed projects that I would like to highlight include:

K01DA056699
Tran (PI)
3/15/23-2/28/28
Development of an online, theory-based intervention to reduce e-cigarette use and susceptibility to smoking in young adults: A pilot study

USC Institute for Addiction Science Pilot Project Grant
Tran (PI)
2/1/22-3/31/23
Understanding E-cigarette Use, Smoking Risk, and Cessation Needs among Young Adults

R01AA026575
Pedersen (PI), Role: Postdoctoral Researcher
4/20/19 – 3/31/23
Preventing Alcohol Misuse among Young Adult Veterans through Brief Online Intervention

R34AA027845				
Davis and Pedersen (PIs), Role: Postdoctoral Researcher		
9/15/20 – 8/31/23
Development of a Mobile Mindfulness Intervention for Alcohol Use Disorder and PTSD among OEF/OIF Veterans

R34AA025968
Pedersen (PI), Role: Postdoctoral Researcher
9/10/18 – 8/31/21
Mobile Application Intervention Targeting the High-Risk Drinking Practice of Prepartying
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B.	Positions, Scientific Appointments, and Honors 

Positions and Employment
2023 –	Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and the Behavioral Sciences, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California
2021 – 2023	Postdoctoral Scholar, Prevention, Early Intervention, and Addictions Recovery Laboratory (PEARL), Dept. of Psychiatry, University of Southern California
2020 – 2021 	Postdoctoral Scholar, Research on the Adolescent Management of Pain (ROAM; projects related to prescription opioid use, misuse, and harm reduction among chronic and acute pain pediatric patients),	 Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, OR
2019 – 2020	Clinical Psychology Intern, Doernbecher Children’s Hospital (clinical focus on child and adolescent mental health), Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, OR
2019	Teaching Assistant, Dept. of Psychology (course: Psych 572, “Child Psychopathology”), Loma Linda University 
2016	Teaching Assistant, Dept. of Psychology (courses: Psych 502 and 503, “Advanced Statistics II” and “Advanced Multivariate Statistics”), Loma Linda University 
2014 – 2019	Graduate Research Assistant, The Smoking Cessation and Prevention Laboratory, Loma Linda University
2012 – 2014	Bilingual Smoking Cessation Counselor (clinical focus on assisting adolescents, adults, and older adults quit smoking and chewing tobacco products), UCSD Moores Cancer Center
2011 – 2014	Research Assistant, Department of Veterans Affairs, San Diego, CA
2011 – 2012 	Undergraduate Research Assistant, Dept. of Psychology, University of California, San Diego

Other experiences
2021 	Research Supervisor (provide training and supervision to undergraduate- and graduate-level research assistants), University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
2019 – 2020 	Clinical Supervisor (provided training and supervision to third year doctoral-level clinical psychology students), Oregon Health & Science University, Portland, OR
2018 – 2019 	Clinical Supervisor (provided training and supervision to second year doctoral-level clinical psychology students with a focus on youth mental health), LLU Behavioral Health Institute, Loma Linda, CA
2017 – 2018 	Clinic Associate (provided training and supervision to first year doctoral-level clinical psychology students), LLU Behavioral Health Institute, Loma Linda, CA
2017 -	Ad-Hoc Reviewer Addictive Behaviors; Preventive Medicine; American Psychologist; Journal of Adolescent Research; Health Psychology; Youth & Society; Cannabis; Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking; Eating and Weight Disorders; Body Image; and Clinical Journal of Pain

Memberships in professional organizations: 
Society for Research on Nicotine & Tobacco
Society of Addiction Psychology
Research Society on Marijuana 
Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology
Society of Pediatric Psychology 
Other Honors & Awards
2022			USC Institute for Addiction Science Excellence in Research/Scholarship Award
2022			Della Martin Research Training Program Award, USC Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences
2020			Research Excellence Award, LLU School of Behavioral Health 
2020	Dean’s Award for Doctoral Degree Programs, LLU School of Behavioral Health
2015	Scholarship Recipient, Dr. Alma S. Adams Scholarship for Outreach and Health Communications to Reduce Tobacco Use among Priority Populations  


C.	Contributions to Science 

1. Examining correlates of nicotine use in adolescents, young adults, and other vulnerable groups. Adolescent and young adult substance use, particularly tobacco use via e-cigarettes, is a national public health concern. The bulk of the research I have conducted has focused on examining substance use behavior among diverse groups of adolescents and young adults using both cross-sectional and longitudinal data. I have published work examining mental health correlates of smoking cessation among youth experiencing homelessness; the effect of perceptions of social norms on e-cigarette use, combustible cigarette smoking, and dual use of e-cigarettes and combustible cigarettes among a nationally representative sample of college students; weight-related factors and cigarette smoking in college students; the prevalence and correlates of disposable e-cigarette and other tobacco product use among young adults; and the relationship between misperceptions of harms and benefits of e-cigarette use, affect, emotion regulation, and lifetime and current e-cigarette use. Ultimately, my goal is to conduct high-impact research on factors associated with tobacco use in young individuals that could be targeted through prevention and intervention programs.

1. Tran, D. D., Davis, J. P., Atieh, T., Pedersen, E. R., & Tucker, J. S. (2022). Mental health correlates of quitting cigarette smoking in youth experiencing homelessness. Addictive Behaviors, 130, 107289. 
2. Tran, D. D., Herbozo, S., Stevens, S., Lee, H. J., Martinez, S., & Morrell, H. E. R. (2022). BMI as a moderator of the relationship between stigmatizing attitudes and smoking: An exploratory study. Journal of Substance Use. 
3. Tran, D. D., Oh, H., Zhou, S., & Pedersen, E. R. (2022). Depression and perceptions of social norms and harms for electronic and combustible cigarette use: Associations with tobacco use in college students. Psychiatry Research Communications, 2(3), 000153.
4. Leventhal, A. M., Dai, H., Barrington-Trimis, J. L., Tackett, A. P., Pedersen, E. R., & Tran, D. D. (2022). Disposable E-Cigarette Use Prevalence, Correlates, and Associations with Previous Tobacco Product Use in Young Adults. Nicotine & Tobacco Research, 24(3), 372–379. 

2. Reaching military populations, an often difficult-to-reach group, with high tobacco use rates and mental health challenges in need of smoking cessation services and mental health care. Research suggests that despite having some of the highest rates of cigarette smoking and mental health issues in the nation, U.S. military veterans do not seek services due to many barriers to care such as limited access or costs. Work that informs efforts to better understand and provide smoking cessation services and mental health needs in veterans may help increase access to such care. My work has included an examination of a latent growth model of cigarette smoking and depression (first authored); associations between substance use, anxiety, and stressors during the COVID-19 pandemic (first authored); the effects of depression and stress on e-cigarette use frequency (first authored); and barriers to receiving behavioral and mental health care among women veterans. 

1. Tran, D. D., Davis, J. P., Ring, C., Wang, J., Fitzke, R. E., Leventhal, A. M. & Pedersen, E. R. (2022). Associations between depression, stress, and e-cigarette use among OEF/OIF veterans. Military Psychology. 
2. Fitzke, R. E., Bouskill, K. E., Sedano, A., Tran, D. D., Saba, S. K., Buch, K., Hummer, J. F., Davis, J. P., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). Barriers and facilitators to behavioral healthcare for women veterans: A mixed-methods analysis. Journal of Behavioral Health Services & Research, 10.1007/s11414-023-09862-3. Advance online publication.
3. Tran, D. D., Davis, J. P., Tucker, J. S., Bricker, J., Lee, D. S., Fitzke, R. E., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). Cigarette smoking and depression among US veterans: Longitudinal associations with posttraumatic stress disorder. Nicotine & Tobacco Research, ntad064. Advance online publication. 
4. Tran, D. D., Fitzke, R. E., Wang, J., Davis, J. P., & Pedersen, E. R. (2022). Substance Use, Financial Stress, Employment Disruptions, and Anxiety among Veterans during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Psychological Reports, 332941221080413. Advance online publication. 

3. Examining mobile-based prevention and intervention strategies for substance use. Interventions deployed through mobile devices may be a scalable and feasible way to engage a diverse group of youth in substance use prevention and intervention efforts. My current work involves developing and testing such mobile-based interventions, including developing a mobile mindfulness-based relapse prevention app that addresses heavy alcohol use in veterans with trauma histories. I am also involved in testing a brief, mobile-based intervention that aims to reduce prepartying behaviors and associated negative consequences of alcohol use in college students. Lastly, my work also includes testing a brief, mobile intervention to reduce heavy alcohol use and increase likelihood of substance use treatment engagement in young adult veterans. Also relevant to the proposed project, I examine factors that may inform future vaping intervention development for young adults. For example, I have developed a measure of protective behavioral strategies that young individuals use to avoid or limit their vaping (first authored). I have also gathered information via focus groups with young adults who currently vape, formerly vape, or transitioned to cigarette smoking (first authored). Discussions focused on perceptions of norms, harms, and benefits of vaping and smoking; barriers and facilitators of quitting vaping; and preferred intervention components for a future vaping intervention. Results from these projects will be used to guide my future intervention work. 

1. Tran, D. D., Davis, J. P., Ring, C., Buch, K., Fitzke, R. E., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). Informing the development of interventions for e-cigarette use and prevention of transition to cigarette smoking in young adults: A qualitative study. Preventive Medicine Reports, 35, 102332. 
2. Pedersen, E. R., Hummer, J. F., Davis, J. P., Fitzke, R. E., Tran, D. D., Witkiewitz, K., & Clapp, J. D. (2023). A mobile-based pregaming drinking prevention intervention for college students: A pilot randomized controlled trial. Psychology of Addictive Behaviors, 10.1037/adb0000925. Advance online publication.
3. Davis, J. P., Pedersen, E. R., Borsari, B., Bowen, S., Owen, J., Sedano, A., Fitzke, R., Delacruz, J., Tran, D. D., Buch, K., Saba, S., Canning, L., & Bunyi, J. (2023). Development of a mobile mindfulness smartphone app for post-traumatic stress disorder and alcohol use problems for veterans: Beta test results and study protocol for a pilot randomized controlled trial. Contemporary Clinical Trials, 129, 107181. Advance online publication.
4. Tran, D. D., Prince, M. A., Fitzke, R. E., Ring, C., Barrington-Trimis, J., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). Preliminary development of the protective behavioral strategies for vaping scale. Addictive Behaviors, 144, 107728.

4. Examining correlates of other drug use (i.e., cannabis, alcohol, and opioid use) and health-related behaviors. I completed my first paper related to correlates of youth substance use towards the end of my doctoral training, published in the Journal of Child and Adolescent Substance Abuse. While a postdoctoral fellow, I have also published my work on examining characteristics of opioid medication instructions to pediatric patients that are associated with misuse and COVID-19-related factors (i.e., financial stress, employment disruptions due to the pandemic) that were found to be associated with cannabis and alcohol use in young adult veterans. I have also focused on pain-related factors that are associated with prescription opioid use in adolescents (first authored, under review). 
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3. Davis, J. P., Canning, L., Saba, S. K., Bravo, A. J., Amone-P'Olak, K., Sedano, A., Tran, D. D., Castro, C., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). Associations between trauma-related guilt, symptoms of posttraumatic stress disorder, and problematic alcohol use. Psychiatry Research, 326, 115350.
4. Fitzke, R. E., Tran, D. D., Hummer, J. F., Lee, D. S., Davis, J. P., & Pedersen, E. R. (2023). High spirits? Exploring “Halloweekend” alcohol and cannabis use among heavy-drinking college students. Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs. 
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