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A.	Personal Statement

In addition to academic coursework in neuropsychology and neuroanatomy, I have several years of experience providing neuropsychological evaluations to medically and ethnically diverse children, including children with cancer and blood diseases. Previous locations of my trainings include CHOC Children’s Hospital, City of Hope, and the University of Missouri Hospital. I also have presented several posters on the neuropsychological sequelae of leukemia and medulloblastoma, including looking at the unique contribution bilingualism has on cognitive functioning, at nationally recognized conferences. I intend to continue to contribute to research in the area of neuropsychological and cognitive sequelae of pediatric cancer and cancer-related treatment, including looking at the correlation of biological markers (e.g., advanced neuroimaging) with neuropsychological functioning in these populations.

B.	Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment
2011-2012	Pediatric Neuropsychology Extern, CHOC Children’s Hospital, Orange, CA
2012-2013	Pediatric Neuropsychology Extern, City of Hope National Medical Center, Duarte, CA
2013-2014	Pediatric Neuropsychology Intern, Missouri Health Sciences Psychology Consortium, Columbia, MO
2016-	Pediatric Neuropsychologist, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA

C.	Contribution to Science

1.	Impact of bilingualism on neurocognitive recovery in concussion. Quantitative research evaluation neurocognitive differences between bilingual and monolingual high school students who have experienced a concussion. Completed through my fellowship at the Sports Concussion Institute.
a. Balderrama, M. & Nehme, J. (2016). Neurocognitive differences between monolingual and bilingual adolescents following sport-related concussion. Poster presented at the 36th Annual National Academy of Neuropsychology (NAN) Conference.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	Neurocognitive predictors of adaptive functioning in childhood ALL survivors. Additionally, studied level of acculturation and parent-report neurocognitive outcomes in Latino childhood cancer survivors. Research completed at City of Hope.
a. Connolly, M., Wong, A. & Patel, S. (2013). Working memory and its unique relationship to adaptive skills in child cancer survivors. Poster presented in Division 40 of the APA annual convention in Honolulu, HI.
b. Lo, T., Dennis, J., Connolly, M. & Patel, S. (2013). Acculturation and neurocognitive outcomes in Latino childhood cancer survivors. Poster presented in Division 40 of the APA annual convention in Honolulu, HI.

3.	Socio-cultural and neuropsychological factors associated with epilepsy and ALL in a bilingual sample of pediatric patients. Research completed at CHOC Children’s Hospital.
a. Collier, S., Connolly, M., Hanratty, A. & DiPinto, M. (2012). Intellectual outcome in bilingual versus monolingual pediatric patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Poster presented at the 32nd Annual National Academy of Neuropsychology (NAN) Conference, Nashville, TN.
b. Mucci, G., Hanratty, A., Connolly, M., Martinez, A., Zupanc, M. & Lin, J. (2012). Receptive and expressive language functioning in bilingual and monolingual pediatric epilepsy patients. Poster abstract presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Epilepsy Society in San Diego, CA.
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