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A.
Personal Statement
I am a Professor of Preventive Medicine and the Director a NIH-supported Children’s Environmental Health Center. I have also been the PI or Project Director on several large R01s or Centers supporting the Southern California Children’s Health Study, a large, ongoing longitudinal cohort study that has made important contributions to understanding the role of air pollution in childhood origins of respiratory and cardiometabolic health and obesity. My research interests include the determinants of tobacco product initiation and trajectory in vulnerable populations. I have studied the relationship of environmental factors to respiratory health of children, with a focus on effects of air pollution on asthma and on characterization of respiratory health in large population studies. I have investigated the health effects of secondhand smoke exposure, in utero exposure to maternal smoking and personal smoking on respiratory outcomes. I have examined the role of susceptibility related to psychosocial stress and individual, household and neighborhood social factors, co-exposures associated with poor housing, as well as genetics. I am interested in novel methods for assessment of exposure to air pollution and in the associated “burden of disease” and public health impact. I have held numerous national and international leadership positions involving multidisciplinary collaborations throughout my career, including extensive science management experience as the Director of the Children’s Center and Deputy Director of the NIH-supported Southern California Environmental Health Science Center (SCEHSC), and as the former director of a World Health Organization regional center for environmental health for Latin America and the Caribbean. I have experience with career development as a mentor to junior faculty and as the director of the career development program in the SCEHSC. In summary, I have demonstrated a record of successful and productive research projects in areas highly relevant for this application. 
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Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment

1980-1983
Residency in Internal Medicine, Montefiore Hospital, Bronx, New York

1983-1985
Centers for Disease Control, Epidemic Intelligence Service

1984-1985
Residency in Occupational Health, National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

1983-1986
Medical Officer, Hazard Evaluations and Technical Assistance Branch, National Institute for



Occupational Safety and Health

1986-1989
Epidemiologist, CARE International and American Friends Service Committee, Leon, Nicaragua

1989-1990
Charles A. Dana Foundation environmental medicine fellowship

1989-1993
Assistant Professor (1991-1993), Instructor (1989-1991), Division of Environmental and 



Occupational Medicine, Dept of Community Medicine, Mount Sinai School of Medicine, NYC

1990-1992
U.S. Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry Clinical Fellow in Environmental Medicine

1993-1994
Deputy Director, World Health Organization Collaborating Center in Environmental Epidemiology,



Mount Sinai School of Medicine

1994-1997
Director, Pan American Center for Human Ecology and Health, Pan American Health



Organization/World Health Organization

1997

Associate Professor, Division of Occupational and Environmental Health, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California School of Medicine

2005

Professor, Division of Environmental Health, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine

2009


Deputy Director, Southern California Environmental Health Sciences Center

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

1983


Diplomate, American Board of Internal Medicine

Honors

1976


Phi Beta Kappa, Stanford University
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