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A.	Personal Statement

As a clinical researcher, I am committed to a translational approach through which important scientific advances can be safely and efficiently brought to patients suffering from hematologic diseases. I began my career as a clinical researcher in the area of cancer-related thrombosis by describing the clinical significance of unsuspected pulmonary embolism on routine cancer staging scans. Our original work published in the Journal of Clinical Oncology brought this clinical entity to worldwide attention and I have had the opportunity to both publish and speak on the issue, culminating in a recent invitation to author a “How I Treat” article in the journal Blood.
My interest and experience in cancer-related thrombosis has drawn me toward additional clinical research in the myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPNs), which are pre-leukemic bone marrow neoplasms that are associated with arterial and venous thromboses.  I had the opportunity to participate in the multi-institution COMFORT-I trial which established the first ever FDA-approved treatment for Myelofibrosis and the first agent to target the JAK2 pathway.  Based on our track record we have been invited to participate in industry-sponsored trials with novel agents targeting the same pathway.  More importantly, we now have membership in the NCI-sponsored Myeloproliferative Disorder Research Consortium (MPD-RC) and have opened our first clinical trial with this group late in 2014.  These studies will help establish evidence-based standard of care practices that incorporate the latest treatments as well as establishing a tissue repository to further expand our understanding of the pathophysiology of MPNs worldwide.  
Myelodysplastic syndrome (MDS) is another pre-leukemic neoplasm in which I have pursued translational research. Building on the work of Peter Jones, PhD and former director of the Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center, I have been interested in optimizing the role of epigenetic therapy in MDS.  Through Stand Up 2 Cancer funding, I have had the opportunity to play a role in the first-in-human clinical development of a novel hypomethylating agent, currently called SGI-110.  This study has completed phase II accrual has now moved forward into a phase III registration trial based on extremely promising results which we have presented at the European Society of Hematology annual meeting, ASH and ASCO annual meetings over the last 2 years.  I am also a member of the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG), Leukemic committee.  In continuation of our work with the Stand Up2 Cancer consortium and with a commitment for support from the Van Andel Research Institute, I will co-lead a trial with 3 other centers utilizing novel immunotherapy to resensitize patients with MDS to hypomethylating agents later in 2015

B.	Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment
2015-Present	Associate Professor of Clinical Medicine, Division of Hematology, Keck School of Medicine USC, Los Angeles, CA              	
2007-2015	Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine, Division of Hematology, Keck School of Medicine USC, Los Angeles, CA

Other Experience and Professional Memberships
1998-1999	President, GWU School of Medicine Class of 2001, Washington, DC
2000	Active Member, Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society
2002-2003	House Officer President, LAC/USC Internal Medicine Residency Program, Los Angeles, CA
2005	Active Member, American Society of Hematology, Washington, DC
2007	Inctive Member, American Society of Clinical Oncology, Alexandria, VA
2007-Present	Moderator, LAC/USC Division of Hematology Fellows-Level Journal Club
2008-Present	Lecturer, LAC/USC Department of Medicine Residency Core Curriculum
2009	Instructor, Small Group Section, Keck School of Medicine USC, Year I Hematology/ Immunology Course
2009-Present	Director of Anticoagulation Services, Los Angeles County Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA
2010	Instructor, Small Group Section, Keck School of Medicine USC, Year I Hematology/ Immunology Course
2009-2014	Co-Chair, Keck School of Medicine USC, Year I Hematology/Immunology Course
2014-Present 	Chair, Keck School of Medicine USC, Year II Hematology/Immunology Course

Honors
1998	William Beaumont Medical Research Honor Society, George Washington University School of Medicine Elected Member, Washington, DC
1999	Association of Pathology Chairs Honor Society. George Washington University School of Medicine Chapter Elected Member, Washington, DC
1999	Laszlo M. Tauber Scholarship, Merit Scholarship for Descendants of Men and Women who Served in WWII, Washington, DC
2000	Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society, George Washington University School of Medicine Chapter Elected Member, Washington, DC
2001	Jorge C. Rios Award in Internal Medicine, GWU Department of Medicine, Washington, DC
2001-2002	Intern of the Year, USC Department of Medicine, Los Angeles, CA
2002-2003	Junior Resident of the Year, USC Department of Medicine, Los Angeles, CA
2003	Outstanding Resident Teaching Award, Keck/USC School of Medicine, Los Angeles, CA
2003-2004	Brautbar Teaching Award
2003-2004	Senior Resident of the Year, USC Department of Medicine, Los Angeles, CA
2004-2005	Fellow Teaching Award, USC Division of Hematology, Los Angeles, CA
2006-2007	Fellow Research Award, USC Division of Hematology, Los Angeles, CA
2006-2007	Fellow Teaching Award, USC Division of Hematology, Los Angeles, CA
2008-2009	Outstanding Year I Teaching Award, Keck School of Medicine USC, Los Angeles CA
2012-2013	Outstanding Year I Teaching Award, Keck School of Medicine USC, Los Angeles CA
2013	Master Teacher Distinction, Keck School of Medicine USC, Los Angeles CA
2013			   Medical Staff Leadership Recognition Award, LAC-USC Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA

C.	Contribution to Science and Selected Peer-reviewed Publications

1. In 2006, I spearheaded an effort to characterize the clinical finding of unsuspected pulmonary embolism on cancer staging CT scans.  This led to additional publications suggesting that, when symptomatic, the entity contributes to cancer mortality.  
a. O’Connell CL.  How I treat: incidental pulmonary embolism.  Blood. 2015 Mar 19;125(12):1877-82. (PMID:25533036)
b. O’Connell CL, Liebman HA.  Approach to the management of incidental venous thromboembolic events in cancer patients.  J Natl Compr Canc Netw 2014;12(11):1557-60. (PMID:25361802)
c. Khorana AA, O’Connell C, Agnelli G, et al.  Incidental venous thromboembolism in oncology patients.  Subcommittee on Hemostasis and Malignancy of the SSC of the ISTH.  J Thromb Haemost. 2012;10(12):2602-4. (PMID:23362525)
d. O’Connell C, Razavi P, Ghalichi M, Boyle S, Vasan S, Mark L, Caton A, , Duddalwar  V, Boswell W, Grabow K, Liebman HA. Unsuspected Pulmonary Emboli Adversely Impact Survival in Patients with Cancer Undergoing Routine Staging MDCT Scanning.  Journal of Thrombosis and Haemostasis 2011;9(2):305-11. (PMID:20955348)
e. O’Connell CL, Boswell WD, Duddalwar V, Caton A, Mark LS Vigen C, Liebman HA.  Unsuspected pulmonary emboli in cancer patients: clinical correlates and relevance.  Journal of Clinical Oncology 2006;24:2498-32. (PMID:17050877)

2. I am committed to finding novel and less toxic therapies for patients with acute myeoid leukemia as well as the preleukemic conditions MDS and MPNs. A publication reporting on the results of our multi-institutional trial with SGI110 is currently in submission.
a. Roboz GJ, Rosenblat T, Arellano M, Gobbi M, Altman JK, Montesinos P, O’Connell C, Solomon SR, Pigneux A, Vey N, Hills R, Jacobsen TF, Gianella-Borradori A, Foss O, Vetrhusand S, Giles F.  International randomized phase III study of elacytarabine versus investigator choice in patients with relapsed/refractory acute myeloid leukemia.  Journal of Clinical Oncology 2014: Jun 20;32(18):1919-26
b. Gowin K, Thapaliya P, Samuelsson J, Harrison C, Radia D, Andreasson B, Mascarenhas J, Rambaldi A, Barbui T, Rea C, Camoriano J, Gentry A, Kiladjian JJ, O’Connell C, Mesa R.  Experience with pegylated Interferon alpha-2a in advanced myeloproliferative neoplasms in an international cohort of 118 patients. Haematologica 2012;97:1570-3. (PMID:22419578)
c. In conjunction with 2 international colleagues, I described a new clinical entity associated with a monoclonal gammopathy. Since these publications, 6 additional patients have been identified and we are pursuing molecular and proteomic investigations to clarify the pathophysiology of the syndrome.
d. Schroyens W, O’Connell C, Sykes D.  Complete and partial responses of the TEMPI syndrome to bortezomib.  N Engl J Med 2012; 367(8):778-80. (PMID:22913703)
e. Piatek C, O’Connell CL, Liebman HA. Treating venous thromboembolism in patients with cancer. Expert Reviews of Hematology 2012;5:201-9. (PMID: 22475288)

Complete List of Published Work in MyBibliography:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Casey%20O%27Connell%20

D.	Research Support

Ongoing Research Support 
IIT Sponsorship Commitment		2014-Presen
Van Andel Research Institute and Stand Up 2 Cancer
Combined Targeting of the PD-1 Checkpoint and DNA Methylation in Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS): A Pilot Phase I Dose Finding Followed by Phase II Feasibility Study Combining SGI-110 with PD1 Inhibition.
Role: PI

Whittier Initiative Funding for Translational Research Projects
The Role of ATP Binding Cassette Transporter Mutations in Therapy Related AML/MDS
Role: Co-Investigator

Completed Research Support
	Jones, Baylin (PI)	2009-2013
Stand Up To Cancer Grant
The goal of this project was to work with academic and industry collaborators nationwide to utilize epigenetic therapy in the treatment of various malignancies.
Role: Clinical Collaborator

[bookmark: _GoBack]	O’Connell (PI)	2011-2013
AIDS Malignancy Consortium Pilot Funding
Epigenetic Regulation of CD30 Expression in AIDS Associated Lymphomas
Role: PI

	O’Connell (PI)	2011-2014
Whitter Initiative Funding for Translational Research Projects
Development of a Novel Dll4 Antibody to Inhibit Notch Pathway in Patients with Relapsed/Refractory Malignancies
Role: PI

