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	2003
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	University of Pennsylvania, Annenberg School for Communication
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A. Personal Statement
As a Public Health Communication Scientist, I have dedicated my career to achieving health equity and have shown an unwavering commitment to fighting health disparities, particularly among African American and Latino youth. My work is characterized by the integration of new media and traditional media effects research with community engagement principles to improve health outcomes among adolescents and young adults. I have led multiple studies investigating the role of media on the health risk behaviors of youth living in low resource neighborhoods. I apply community engagement principles by integrating youth research teams as integral members of the larger team. Currently, I am an Associate Professor at University of Southern California’s Annenberg School for Communication.  I am a NIDA diversity scholar and I was recently awarded an R21 from the National Institute on Drug Abuse to develop and test a novel use of social media for HIV prevention, focusing on substance use and sexual risk behavior among young men.
My expertise social media technology, structural factors and community-engaged research with youth, make me well positioned to serve as a co-investigator on this study. One study examines the influence of social media content on substance use and sexual risk behavior among African American and Latino youth. Another study, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, examines the role of neighborhood and familial context on diet and physical activity among youth over time. As lead on these studies, I have developed and refined methods for recruitment, retention, implementation, content analysis of new and traditional media and modeling risk behaviors. 
The training and mentorship I have received at Harvard, Michigan, Penn and UCSF have led me to develop a research profile that is scientifically rigorous, culturally appropriate, and innovative. This work is not only professional, but also personal to me. As an African American woman, I am deeply committed to reducing racial/ ethnic disparities. I have more than a decade of experience investigating how structural determinants (e.g. media, neighborhood, social networks) influence and constrain individual behavior.  

B. Positions and Honors.
Positions 
2000- 2001 	Project Coordinator, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine 
2002-2003		Graduate Student Instructor, University of Michigan
2005-2009	Consultant, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Center of Excellence for Diversity Health Education and Research, Pew Charitable Trust
2009-2011		Senior Research Associate, University of Pennsylvania
2011			Lead Evaluator, Pennsylvania Department of Health Statewide Abstinence Program
2011- 2015	Assistant Professor, Rutgers University-Camden
2015- 2018 	Visiting Professor, University of California San Francisco Center for AIDS Prevention
2015 - 			Assistant Professor, University of Pennsylvania School of Nursing
2020 -			Associate Professor, University of Southern California

Other Experience and Professional Memberships
1997-1999		Fellow, Institute of International Public Policy 
1999-			Member, American Public Health Association
2002-2003		Ruth Mott Health Scholar
2004-2009	Fellow and Coordinating Committee Member, Fontaine Society. 
2005-			Member, International Communication Association
2006- 2011 	Member, International Association of Media and Communication Researchers
2014 - 	Collaborator, Penn Medicine Center for Digital Health

Honors
2011 - 2016	NIH Health Disparities Loan Repayment Awardee 
2011			Invited Attendee, Robert Wood Johnson, New Connections Symposium 
2012 - 			Civic Engagement Faculty Scholar, Rutgers University
2013 - 	Distinguished Research Fellow, Annenberg Public Policy Center
2014	Early Career Reviewer, Center for Scientific Review, National Institutes of Health 
2014	White House Civic Learning and National Service Summit, Invited Attendee and Facilitator
2015-2018	Visiting Professor, UCSF Center for AIDS Prevention Studies 
2015-	Senior Fellow, Center for Public Health Initiatives
2016-	Senior Fellow, Leonard Davis Institute
2018-	Scholar, NIDA Diversity Scholars Network
2019	Early Career Award, American Public Health Association, Public Health Promotion and Health Education Section
2019	Unsung Hero Award for dedicated service and outstanding accomplishments in the Community-Based Public Health, National Community-Based Organization Network 

C. Contributions to Science 

1. Social Media Science: My recent studies examine the influence of the online and social media environment on sexual risk and substance use behavior among youth. We found that substantial norm setting, information seeking and modeling related to sexual risk occur in the “digital neighborhoods” or online communities of African American and Latino youth. We also found that among girls and young women who practice HIV prevention behaviors, social media was a dominant source of sexual health information. These findings suggest potential ways to leverage social media for prevention efforts. 

1. Golder, S., Stevens, R. O’Conor, K., James, R., Gonzalez-Hernandez, G. (in press)  Methods to Establish Race or Ethnicity of Twitter Users: A Scoping Review. Journal of Medical Internet Research 
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Stevens, R., Bonnet, S*., Kenyatta, K.*, Chittamuru,D*., Bleakley, A., Xu, J.J.*, Wang, Y.*, Bush N.* (in press) On Sex, Drugs, and Alcohol:A Mixed-method Analysis of Youth Posts on Social Media in the United States. Journal of Children and Media. 
3. Stevens, R., Bleakley, A., Dunaev, J., Hennesey, M., & Gilliard-Matthews, S. (2018) #digital hood: Engagement with risk content on social media among Black and Hispanic youth. Journal of Urban Health, 96(1), 74-82. DOI: 10.1007/s11524-018-0314-y 
4. Stevens, R.S., Gilliard-Matthews, S., Dunaev, J., Woods, M., Brawner, B. (2017) Seeking safe sex information: Social media use and sexual risk reduction behavior among minority youth. Nursing Research. Sep/Oct;66(5):368-377.
5. Stevens, R., Dunaev, J., Malven, E., Bleakley, A., Hull, S. (2016) Social Media in the Sexual Lives of African American and Latino Youth: Challenges and Opportunities. Media & Communication, 4(3).

3. Examining Drug Use and Sexual Risk Behavior Youth: I have a long track record of conducting research engaged in urban communities, with African American and Latino participants. I have been able to recruit, engage and retain study participants. These studies add to the literature by examining youth substance use and sexual decision making in the context of their social worlds, neighborhoods and online communities. 

1. Stevens, R., Brawner, B.M., Kranzler, E., Giorgi, S., *Lazarus, E., *Huang, S., *Abera, M., Ungar, L. (2020). Exploring Substance Use Tweets of Youth in the United States: Mixed Methods Study. Journal of Medical Internet Research Public Health Surveillance, 6(1):e16191 DOI: 10.2196/16191, PMID: 32213472.
2. Gilliard-Matthews, S. Stevens, R., Medina, M. (2016) “If drugs does that to you, then I don’t want it.’ Resiliency among non-marijuana using adolescents. Journal of Youth Studies, 1-22. Not applicable to NIH public access policy
3. Gilliard-Matthews, S., Stevens, R., Nilsen, M., & Dunaev, J. (2015) “ ‘You see it everywhere. It’s just natural.’ Contextualizing the role of peers, family and neighborhood in initial substance use.” Deviant Behavior. 36: 492-509. Not applicable to NIH public access policy.
4. Stevens, R., Bernadini, S., Jemmott, J. (2013). Social Environment and Sexual Risk-Taking among Gay and Transgender African American Youth. Culture, Health, & Sexuality, 1-14. DOI:10.1080/13691058.2013.809608. PMCID: PMC4036822.


2. Media Effects Research is a critical component of understanding a variety of health behaviors, with a focus on HIV/AIDS. I conceptualize media as a structural determinant that directly and indirectly communicates social norms, attitudes and models behaviors. Several of my studies focus on investigating media effects on adolescent and population health. This approach requires rigorous content analysis of structural data (i.e. neighborhoods, media environment), and testing the predictive influence of structural data on individual behaviors. This approach not only generates evidence of the role of the media environment as a structural factor in the HIV epidemic, but also provides insights into strategies for media based interventions. 

1. Stevens, R., *Bonett, S, Bannon, J, *Chittamuru, D., Slaff, B., *Browne, S.K., *Huang, S., Bauermeister, J. (2020) Association Between HIV-Related Tweets and HIV Incidence in the United States: Infodemiology Study. Journal of Medical Internet Research;22(6):e17196, DOI: 10.2196/17196. PMID: 32579119
2. Stevens, R., Hornik, R (2014). AIDS in Black & White: The influence of newspaper coverage of HIV/AIDS on HIV/AIDS testing among African Americans and White Americans, 1993-2007. Journal of Health Communication. PMCID: PMC4126885.
3. Stevens, R., Hull, S. (2013). The Color of AIDS: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of HIV/AIDS from 1992-2007. Critical Arts: North-South Media Conversations, 27(3) 352-369. PMCID: PMC4648614
4. Bleakley, A., Fishbein, M., Hennessy, M., Jordan, A., Chernin, A., and Stevens, R. (2008). Developing Respondent-Based Multi-Media Measures of Exposure to Sexual Content. Communication Methods and Measures 1-2 (2) 43-64. PMCID: PMC2857347.
4. Structural Determinants of Sexual Risk Behavior: In addition to the contributions described above, this research, also conducted in teams, highlights the use of quantitative approaches to examining the social and structural context of HIV infection among African American and Latinx adolescents and young adults. 

1. Stevens, R., Icard, L., Jemmott, J.B., O’Leary, A., Rutledge, S., Hsu, J., Stephens-Shields, A. (2017) Risky Trade: Individual and Neighborhood-Level Socio-Demographics Associated with Transactional Sex among Urban African American MSM. Journal of Urban Health. Oct: 94(5):676-682
2. Brawner, B., Guthrie, B., Stevens, R., Taylor, L., Eberhart, M.G., Schensul, J.J. (2017) Place still matters: Racial/ethnic and geographic disparities in HIV transmission and disease burden. Journal of Urban Health.  94: 716. 
3. Stevens, R., Gillard-Matthews, S., Nilsen, M., Malven, E., & Dunaev, J. (2014)  “Socio-ecological factors in sexual decision making among urban female adolescents.” Journal of Obstetric, Gynecologic, & Neonatal Nursing, Special Issue: Women, Girls & HIV. PMID: 25139452
4. O’Leary, A., Jemmott, J. Stevens, R., Rutledge, S. & Icard, L. (2014) “Optimism and Education Buffer the Effects of Syndemic Factors on HIV Status among Black Men who Have Sex with Men.” AIDS & Behavior. Nov;18(11):2080-8. PMCID: PMC4186917.

List of Published Work:
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/robin.stevens.1


D. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

Utilizing Twitter to Identify and Recruit Young Black Men at Risk of HIV Infection 			  09/30/19-08/31/22
NIDA R21 DA049572
Robin Stevens (P.I.)
The primary goal of this study is to test whether a natural language processing (NLP) recruitment strategy can effectively identify and be used to recruit a sample of young Black cisgender men (YBM) at high risk for HIV infection.  We will use a scientifically rigorous design to accomplish two goals: (1) to identify and recruit YBM at high HIV risk and (2) to test the accuracy of the social media recruitment approach via substance use testing and behavioral surveys.

Delivery Context, Youth Characteristics and Teen Pregnancy Prevention   				10/1/2020 – 9/30/22
Office of Population Affairs
The primary goal of this study is to determine the influence of social determinants of teen pregnancy disparities by examining the school contexts and neighborhood settings in which teen pregnancy prevention (TPP) programs are disseminated. Investigating 11 datasets, we employ latent typologies of program delivery contexts and neighborhood settings associated with teen pregnancy risk.
Leslie Clark (P.I.)
Role: Co-Investigator
	

Completed Research Support
“Misleading Messages, Ambivalent Attitudes: Teen’s Health Beliefs on Sports Drinks”		02/01/18 – 01/31/21	
NIDCR R21 DE028414 01
 					Amy Bleakley (P.I.)
The project aims to improve our understanding of modifiable individual factors like beverage preferences and environmental factors like sports drink advertising to develop prototypical health messages to discourage sports drink consumption.
Role: Co-Investigator

Youth Voices on Next Generation Biomedical HIV Prevention								02/01/18 – 01/31/20 
NICHD U19 HD089881- iTECH Adolescent Trials Network	
Lisa Hightow-Weidman (P.I.)
The primary objective of this study is to investigate youth attitudes, beliefs and norms related to the next generation of biomedical HIV prevention (NGP) by systematically analyzing related messages on social media. This formative work will aid in the development of cognitive interviews and surveys with 1500+ youth on the next gen modalities.
Role: Protocol M-PI

The Philadelphia U=U Campaign: An Evaluation of Treatment as Prevention Messaging among HIV-affected Communities” 																				        09/01/19-01/31/20   
NIMH P30 MH097488
PI: Steven Meanley (P.I.)
Role: Co-Investigator

Identifying Key Characteristics for HIV Prevention Among Young Men Using Social Media.
NIH – Center for AIDS Research (CFAR) Administrative Supplement    					
Colman (CFAR P.I.)	 						09/01/17 – 08/31/18
The purpose of this study is to examine how HIV prevention behaviors are discussed on social media by young men in the U.S. and identify effective message strategies to promote PrEP awareness, condom use, and HIV testing on social media.
Role: Project Director

South Jersey Strengthening Families Initiative Evaluation	
Pascale Sykes Foundation 						Robin Stevens (PI)					05/01/2012 – 04/30/2018
This study examines the impact of structural factors like neighborhood effects and social factors on family and child wellbeing across South Jersey. This study uses mixed methods to study risk behavior and resilience among adolescents, nested within families over a three-year period. 
Role: PI

Impact Assessment of a Structural Health Intervention on Health in a Low-Income Community
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation /New Jersey Health Initiative                
Robin Stevens (PI)	 						07/01/14-12/30/17	
The study assesses the impact of a new family-based, fitness facility on family health, diet, exercise and neighborhood quality in a low-income community.  
Role: PI

#sexmessages: social media, sexual risk, and substance use among African American and Latino youth. 
UCSF via NIH/NICHD 							Robin Stevens (PI)					09/01/2015-06/30/2017
The primary goal of the proposed research is to examine and characterize the “digital neighborhood”, which I conceptualize as the social media environment in which youth learn and communicate about sex and substance use.
Role: Project PI - Mentored

Investigating Substance Use and Depressive Symptomology among Youth on Social Media 
Mereness Foundation/ONR						Bridgette Brawner (PI)						04/01/16-03/31/17
This study investigates and characterizes substance use (alcohol and marijuana) and depressive symptomology among youth on social media.
Role: Co-I

Developing and Pilot Testing a Mobile Phone-Based HIV/STI Prevention Intervention
NIH 1 R01 HD072825-01A1						John Jemmott (PI)						12/01/2012 – 12/01/2016	
The broad, long-term objective of this research is to identify strategies to reduce the rates of HIV in young African American MSM.  This research will take advantage of the men’s avid use of mobile phone technology to deliver an innovative intervention to change their sexual risk behavior.
Role: Co-Investigator

Navigators (EPIC) Study
Faculty Research Award, Rutgers University		Robin Stevens (Co-PI)				07/01/2012 – 06/30/2014
This study combines longitudinal surveys and in depth interviews to examine adolescent decision making related risk, resistance, and resilience factors over a two-year period. 
Role: Co-PI

Reality Check in Transit: Evaluation of a Serial Drama for Black Youth
1 R34 MH094207-01A1							John Jemmott (PI) 					06/01/ 2011 - 05/31/2013
The goal of this study is to evaluate the impact of the Center of Disease Control (CDC) developed serial drama intervention, “Reality Check,” on HIV testing rates among African American youth. 
Role: Co-Investigator

Help Us, Save Us! HIV/STI Prevention Intervention for High-Risk Black Men-Supplement Award
RO1 MH079736-03S1 							John Jemmott (PI)							09/30/09–09/30/11	
Role: Mentored Co-Investigator
