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A.
Personal Statement
As a recent PhD graduate, my research career focuses on childhood cancer survivors; specifically, on understanding the mechanisms of injury to the central nervous system (CNS) from cancer treatment in children. Aim 3 of the proposed study builds upon my dissertation research, where I found a pattern of injury involving the thalamus, pons and basal ganglia in children with brain tumors treated 5 years earlier with high-dose chemotherapy and AuHCR. This study will enable me to further study this population in a longitudinal manner and to incorporate neurocognitive and family assessment. My ultimate goal is to use this knowledge to create interventions to minimize or alleviate the negative effects of treatment on the brain, resulting in improved psychosocial and neurocognitive outcomes in this population.. Because of the interface of my clinical practice as a pediatric neuro-oncology nurse practitioner with my research career, my research questions are generated directly from patient care issues. 
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