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	University of California, Santa Cruz
	B.A.
	06/1997
	Community Studies

	University of Southern California
	M.P.H.
	05/2006
	Epidemiology/
   Biostatistics

	University of Southern California
	Ph.D.
	08/2013
	Preventive Medicine

	University of Southern California
	Postdoctoral
	12/2014
	Preventive Medicine



A.	Personal Statement

I am an Assistant Professor of Preventive Medicine at USC Keck School of Medicine. For over 15 years, as a full-blooded American Indian (Navajo/Pueblo), my research has focused on American Indian (AI) populations and vulnerable racial/ethnic populations in tobacco control to reduce the smoking rates and decrease cancer prevalence. Additionally, other research focus is on reducing mental health disparities and substance use disorders (SUD), including opioid use disorders (OUD). I have partnered and collaborated with over 50 Tribal communities in CA among the 110 Federally recognized CA Tribes.  This supplement grant is an important opportunity to partner with AI health care providers to conduct cancer control research among rural, low-income, and underserved AI community in CA to enhance the delivery of cancer control and prevention strategies to improve the overall health and well-being and reduce the burden of cancer. Partnering and collaborating with AI communities is essential to enhance the research capacity and must include community-based participatory research principles to allow the opportunity to understand and address the diversity of Tribes that exist in CA.  As Principal Investigator of this proposal, I will provide oversight to all the activities proposed as part of this supplement and will serve as liaison with our partner community clinic, and coordinate an advisory committee of 5 members (medical provider, two Tribal leaders, community health representative, and community member) to guide our efforts in culturally appropriate ways.

1. Lew, R., Martinez, J., Soto, C. & Baezconde-Garbanati, L. (2011). Training leaders from priority populations to implement social norm changes in Tobacco Control:Lessons From the LAAMPP Institute. Health Promotion Practice, 12(6_suppl_2), 195S-198S. PMCID: N/A
2. Achieving Health Equity in Tobacco Control (October 15, 2015). This report is a joint publication around the 50th anniversary of the Surgeon General’s report on smoking and health.
3. Soto, C., Unger, J.B., Sussman, S. & Zeledon, I. (2018). International approaches to tobacco use cessation programming and prevention interventions among indigenous adolescents and young adults. Current Addiction Reports, 5(1), 35-41. PMCID: N/A
4. Zeledon, I., West, A., Antony, V., Telles, V., Begay, C., Henderson, B., Unger, J.B. & Soto, C. (2019). Statewide collaborative partnerships among American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) communities in California to target the opioid epidemic: Preliminary results of the Tribal Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) key informant needs assessment. J Subst Abuse Treat, [Epub ahead of print]. PMC Journal – In Process


B.	Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment
2001-2003	Health Education Specialist, California Rural Indian Board, Inc., Sacramento, CA
2003-2007	Research Assistant, Institute for Health Promotion & Disease Prevention Research, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
2005-2006 	Recipient, Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program Cornelius Hopper Diversity Supplement Award
2005-2007	Guest Lecturer, Department of Health Science, California State University Fullerton, Fullerton, CA
2006-2010	Project Manager, Institute for Health Promotion & Disease Prevention Research, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
2006-2008	Fellow, University of Southern California Diversity Provost Award 
2006-2015	Guest Lecturer, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA
2008-2013	Fellow, National Cancer Institute T32 Pre-doctoral Training Grant, Cancer Epidemiology and Research Training Fellowship 
2013-2015	Post-Doctoral Scholar, University of Southern California, Institute for Health Promotion & Disease Prevention Research
2013-2015	Guest Lecturer, Department of Public Health, California State University Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA
2015- 	Assistant Professor, Department of Preventive Medicine, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA

Other Experience and Professional Memberships
2011-2013	Consultant, Tobacco Education and Materials Lab, USC, Los Angeles, CA
2012-2013	Consultant, Native American Health Center, Oakland, CA
2012-	Member, American Public Health Association
2013-	Member, California Department of Public Health, California Tobacco Control Program, Sacramento, CA
2014	Facilitator, Asian and Pacific Islander for Empowerment, Advocacy, and Leadership 20th Anniversary Conference: Pathways of Change, Advancing Equity on Tobacco Obesity & Cancer Control, San Francisco, CA
2014-	Member, Phoenix Equity Group Measuring Equity in Tobacco Control, American Legacy Foundation, Washington DC
2014-	Member, Surgeon General’s Report Disparities Working Group, RESOVE, Washington DC
2015-	Governor Appointed Member, Tobacco Education and Research Oversight Committee, Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., Sacramento, CA

C.	Contributions to Science

1. Smoking cessation among America Indian youth. With AI youth having the highest cigarette smoking prevalence of any ethnic group in the United States, programs to prevent and provide cessation are vital to reduce cigarette and other tobacco product use to reduce the cancer burdens.  Currently, I am the Principal Investigator for two Tobacco Related Disease Research Program (TRDRP) grants with the first to test the efficacy of an AI-adapted smoking cessation program by randomizing participating AI agencies to one of two conditions; the culturally modified version program or wait-list control condition.  This study potentially fills the gap to create culturally specific cessation programs to reduce smoking rates in the AI community.  The second TRDRP grant is reaching rural AI youth to be trained to develop social media messages which include Photovoice, Digital Storytelling and Public Service Announcements about the harmful effects of nicotine and tobacco products (i.e. cigarettes, vaping, etc.).  The AI youth will act as peer educators and educate approximately 200 hundred middle/high school students and Tribal leaders in their respective communities to encourage Tribal tobacco policy change.  This research is ongoing with reports and manuscripts to be developed for dissemination activities. 
a. Soto, C., Unger, J.B., Sussman, S. & Zeledon, I. (2018). International approaches to tobacco use cessation programming and prevention interventions among indigenous adolescents and young adults. Current Addiction Reports, 5(1), 35-41. PMCID: N/A

2. Tobacco policy among American Indians. To understand the Tribal retail environment in CA, I was a Co-Investigator with a FDA-funded USC Tobacco Center of Regulatory Science (TCORS), where our project is to interview tobacco retailers on and near Tribal lands throughout CA to understand compliance with commercial tobacco sales and advertising regulation. This work is important as FDA is attempting to work with Tribal communities to ensure Tribes are in compliance with FDA tobacco regulations. This provided nurturing existing relationships with Tribes and creating new partnerships.
a. Smiley, S.L., Soto, C., Cruz, T.B., Kintz, N., Rodriguez, Y.L., Sussman, S. & Baezconde-Garbanati, L. (2018). Point-of-sale marketing of little cigars and cigarillos on and near California Tribal lands. Tobacco Control, tobaccocontrol-2018-054558. PMC Journal – In Process

3. Smoking behaviors among American Indian youth. My first qualitative research study at USC and collaboration with tribal communities in an academic setting was with a Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program (TRDRP) grant titled, “Perceptions of Tobacco Use Among American Indian Adolescents in California,” (Grant #12RT-0253).  At the time with limited research on tobacco use behavior and traditional/ceremonial tobacco among AI youth in CA, the use of talking circles with AI youth from urban and rural areas provided insight on how traditional tobacco was used, when it was most appropriate to use (eg. ceremonial use), and by whom in the community it was used by. This qualitative research provided detailed, culturally specific data on tobacco use among a unique sample of AI youth to secure another TRDRP grant. This next TRDRP grant really provided the importance as to why educational, prevention, and cessation smoking programs are needed to reduce the number of smokers in a community to positively impact the younger generations. The TRDRP grant titled, “Culture and Tobacco Use among AI Adolescents in CA,” (Grant #15RT-0111) investigated smoking behaviors among a sample of AI adolescents (N= 940, mean age=15.5 years [range 13 to 19], 59% female, 60% urban), recruited from 49 different tribal youth organizations and cultural events in urban and reservation areas of California. We found that twenty-five percent were past-month smokers and 30% were lifetime smokers. Overall, the findings indicated AI youth are at risk for smoking cigarettes and depressive symptoms, in part because of their experiences of historical trauma and exposure to tobacco. To successfully reach 940 AI youth in northern, central, and southern CA, an Advisory Committee (AC) was developed to provide direction and cultural guidance, importance of community based participatory research in each development phase of the research and understanding the uniqueness about each Tribal area where data was collected. Based on the representation of the AC, a number of specific Tribal cultural questions were added to the survey to provide specific data for their community. My first qualitative research study at USC and collaboration with tribal communities in an academic setting was with a Tobacco-Related Disease Research Program (TRDRP) grant titled, “Perceptions of Tobacco Use Among American Indian Adolescents in California,” (Grant #12RT-0253).  At the time with limited research on tobacco use behavior and traditional/ceremonial tobacco among AI youth in CA, the use of talking circles with AI youth from urban and rural areas provided insight on how traditional tobacco was used, when it was most appropriate to use (eg. ceremonial use), and by whom in the community it was used by. This qualitative research provided detailed, culturally specific data on tobacco use among a unique sample of AI youth to secure another TRDRP grant. 
a. Unger, J.B., Soto, C. & Baezconde-Garbanati, L. (2006). Perceptions of ceremonial and nonceremonial uses of tobacco by American-Indian adolescents in California. J Adolesc Health, 38(4), 443 e449-416.
b. Unger, J.B., Soto, C. & Thomas, N. (2008). Translation of health programs for American Indians in the United States. Eval Health Prof, 31(2), 124-144.
a. Schweigman, K., Soto, C., Wright, S. & Unger, J. (2011). The relevance of cultural activities in ethnic identity among California Native American youth. J Psychoactive Drugs, 43(4), 343-348. PMCID: PMC3738746
b. Soto, C., Baezconde-Garbanati, L., Schwartz, S.J. & Unger, J.B. (2015). Stressful life events, ethnic identity, historical trauma, and participation in cultural activities: Associations with smoking behaviors among American Indian adolescents in California. Addict Behav, 5064-69. PMCID: PMC4515401

Complete List of Published Work in MyBibliography:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/claradina.soto.1/bibliography/public/

D.	Additional Information: Research Support

Ongoing Research Support
26IP-0042	(Soto, PI)	07/01/18-06/30/20
California Tobacco Related Disease Research Program 
American Indian Youth: PSA, Photovoice & Digital Storytelling
The major goals of this project are to curb the high rates of smoking and ESD use amongst AI youth and provide the first evaluated AI youth driven media campaign using Digital Storytelling, Photo Voice, and PSAs. 

CDPH #16-10574	(Soto, PI)	01/01/17-04/30/22
HBSA
California Reducing Disparities Project Phase 2 – Native American Implementation Pilot Projects
The major goals of this project are to outreach to Southern California CRDP Phase II grantees and to conduct trainings connected to public health evaluation.

Subcontract 2000-S-WB635	(Soto, PI)	07/01/17-06/30/19
CA Department of Health Care Services/The Regents of the University of California, Los Angeles
Evaluation of the California OUD Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Expansion Project
The major goal  of this project is to expand understanding of how prevalent substance use and use of opioids are in the urban and rural American Indian community. A needs assessment is needed for two purposes: 1) the Tribal Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) Project, one of two projects in the Opioid State Targeted Response (STR) grant in California; and 2) Development of the Indian Health Program - Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery System (IHP-ODS).

Grant #3-P30CA014089-44S3 (Soto, PI)	09/01/2019-08/30/2020
NCI Rural Supplement
Partnering with CA Tribal Health Clinics to Advance Rural Cancer Control Programs
Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center and Tribal Health Clinics are partnering to conduct high-impact research    with scientific vigor, cultural sensitivity, and community support to identify and develop innovative strategies to reduce the cancer burden among the American Indian rural communities. 
Role: PI

Grant #T98HP33428  	(Supranovich, PI)	01/01/2020-06/30/2023
Health Resources & Services Adminstration
	Opioid Workforce Expansion Program: Coast to Coast Project

	Focus on enhancing the education and training of Master of Social Work students with field placements to provide integrated behavioral health services and OUD/SUD prevention, treatment, and recovery services. 
Role: Co-PI




