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A.	Personal Statement
My primary career goal is to become an independently funded principal investigator and physician scientist. While obtaining my MD/PhD from Albert Einstein College of Medicine, in the lab of Dr. John S. Condeelis, it became clear to me that the laboratory is a place that I could use my wealth of knowledge and resources to produce innovative and creative ideas and contribute to the world of medicine. During my medical residency at the University of Pennsylvania I learned the emotional reward of caring for patients with cancer, and felt that this was a niche in which I could significantly impact others while aligning my career goals to become a physician who cares directly for these very sick patients, and a scientist who is wholly dedicated to improving treatment options and discovering a cure. I have most recently had the privilege to train at Johns Hopkins where I completed my medical oncology fellowship. For the research portion of my training, I was honored to join the lab of Dr. Elizabeth M. Jaffee and acquired expertise in immune-oncology. At Johns Hopkins, I also had the privilege of working with attending physicians in the breast cancer group to develop clinical trials, and attend to patients who constantly remind me why conducting this research is so essential.

My ultimate goal is to develop my own research program in immunology, focusing specifically on understanding how immunotherapy can be maximally efficacious in breast cancer. I plan to concentrate not only on drug efficacy but also on the discovery of mechanisms behind response and uncovering biomarkers that can be used clinically. I intend to organize my preclinical research program by using various different mouse models to investigate different subtypes of breast cancer and understand how the tumor microenvironment of these subtypes contribute to the varied observed responses. I have a great passion for translational laboratory research and I believe mouse models are a powerful tool that enables us to better understand the immunobiology behind our treatments prior to testing them in patients. Most importantly, I am dedicated to ensuring my research is translational in nature, and with each major project, it is my hope that my findings will lead to the rational design of clinical trials that provide opportunities for patients to undergo cutting edge therapies and the chance to improve their outcome and save their life.

Of note, I was accepted into the ABIM research pathway at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania (UPenn) that afforded me the opportunity to complete two years of residency in internal medicine and start fellowship as a PGY3. I matched for my Oncology Fellowship at UPenn which began in July of 2014. In June of 2015, my husband graduated his orthopedic surgery residency at UPenn and became active duty in the United States Air Force. Starting in June of 2015, he was stationed at Andrews Air Force Base in Maryland. In an effort to pursue my interests in learning cancer immunology and to keep our family together, I transferred from UPenn to Johns Hopkins in January 2016 to join the lab of Dr. Elizabeth M. Jaffee and complete my Oncology Fellowship training. 

There is a notable gap in publications between 2012 and 2018 when I was completing my clinical residency and fellowship. During this time my mother became very ill (paraneoplastic encephalopathy) and remained this way for 4 years until she passed away from metastatic breast cancer in 2016. This was also the time in which I was pregnant 3 times and had two children (2015-2018). My husband was active duty in the US Air Force from 2015-2019 and was deployed to Africa for 6 months in 2016. Given the time constraints of my clinical responsibilities, there was limited free time in which much was spent caring for my immediate family in Maryland and my mother who lived in Los Angeles. I was still able to participate in research projects however none led to publications. 

All publications from 1999- 2015 were published using my maiden name: Evanthia T. Roussos

B. Positions and Honors
Employment
1999 			Student Research Intern						Columbia University, New York, NY
· Assisted with lab work in cell biology to study tumorigenesis of breast cancer in the lab of Dr. Ramon E. Parsons
2000-2003 	Research Student Fellow						Cedar’s Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA
· Research in genetics and biochemistry studying multiple myeloma bone metastasis in the lab of Dr. James R. Berenson
2004 			Research Intern								UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
· Brain mapping and measurement of auditory evoked potentials to study the mismatched negativity response in the lab of Dr. Stan Lunde as a part of the Developmental Disabilities Immersion Program
2004 			Teaching Assistant 							UCLA, Los Angeles CA
· Taught in a class of developmentally disabled adults as part of the Developmental Disabilities Immersion Program
2004-2005 	Lab Technician 								UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
· Genetics research using mouse models to study Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus in the lab of Dr. Miklos Peterfy, Department of Diabetes Research
2003-2005 	Research Student Fellow						Cedar’s Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA
· Research involving rodent surgery and animal imaging working toward innovative methods of breast cancer detection in the lab of Dr. Achilles Demetriou, Department of Surgery.
2007-2010 	Teaching Assistant in Human Anatomy 		Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
2012-2014 	Intern/ Resident in Internal Medicine			Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
2014-2018 	Clinical Fellow, Medical Oncology 			Johns Hopkins University
· Licensed to practice medicine in Maryland- License #: D0080560
· MacMillan Fellow: The Sidney Kimmel Comprehensive Cancer Center at Johns Hopkins University
2016- Present Co-representative 							Johns Hopkins 
· Co-representative for the Translational Research Breast Cancer Consortium—a national society to coordinate breast cancer research. 
2018-2019		Assistant Professor							Johns Hopkins University
· Licensed to practice medicine in Maryland- License #: D0080560
· 80% effort to develop a laboratory based translational research program in breast cancer immunology. 20% effort to see and care for patients with all stages of breast cancer in clinic 1 day/ week 
2019-Present	Assistant Professor							University of Southern California
· Licensed to practice medicine in California- License #pending
· 80% effort to develop a laboratory based translational research program in breast cancer immunology. 20% effort to see and care for patients with all stages of cancer in clinic 1/2 day/ week and 2 months/ year inpatient

Leadership and Service Experience
2007 			Keystone Symposia Conference				Keystone Symposia, Taos, NM
· Conference assistant chosen to provide a detailed summary of topics discussed by presenters throughout conference discussing cell migration in invasion and inflammation 

2005-2007 	Einstein Community Health Outreach Clinic	Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
· Physician recruitment chair elected to recruit and certify physicians to precept medical students at the student-run clinic free clinic

2006-2008 	MSTP Student Council						Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
· Recruitment coordinator elected to organize recruitment events for students interviewing for the MSTP program

2009-2010 	New York Academy of Medicine Council		New York, NY
· Co-chair for the student advisory group—organized networking events, scientific presentations, research and clinical opportunities to graduate students of all health-related fields in New York City

2008-2010 	Faculty Council								Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
· Student delegate to represent the student voice in monthly departmental meetings in the Department of  Anatomy & Structural Biology

2008-2010 	Division of Education	 						Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
· Student delegate chosen to attend meetings once a month to provide a student perspective and input regarding medical and graduate curricula 

2008-2012 	Deans Committee on Student Affairs 		Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY
· Representative for Medical Scientist Training Program at meetings to discuss improvement of academic, social, and extra-curricular student affairs with the deans of students & board of overseers.

2012-2014		Internal Medicine Residency- Research Track University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
· Representative for the advisory committee for physician scientist program 

2016-2018		Mentor											Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD
· Mentored graduate students, laboratory associates and multiple undergraduates in the lab of Dr. Elizabeth M. Jaffee

Academic and Professional Honors
2005	Magna cum laude in Microbiology, Immunology and Molecular Genetics
2005				Hellenic Medical Society- Scholarship recipient
2005-2008 		American Hellenic Education Progressive Foundation
2005-2009 		Hellenic Medical and Dental Society of Southern California
2009 				Louis and Rachel Rudin Scholar
2009 				Display of scientific works at The White House
2012 				Dean’s Recognition Award
2015 				Johns Hopkins MacMillan Fellow
2017	Johns Hopkins Breast Cancer Research Retreat- First place basic science research award
2017	Johns Hopkins Fellows Research Day Poster Session- First place for translational research
2017				AACR Scholar in Training Award- San Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium
2017				SITC Abstract Travel Award
2017	Johns Hopkins Physician Scientist Training Program- Selected for induction into Scholars Class
2018				AACR Scholar in Training Award & Talk at Mini-symposium at AACR Annual Meeting

C. Contributions to Science
My Contributions to Science are organized into three time periods: I. Undergraduate Career; II. Graduate Career, III. Postdoctoral Fellowship/ Assistant Professor. 

A complete list of my publications can be found at My Bibliography:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/1pwdQqmmnMeUHt/bibliography/public/

I. Undergraduate Career: From 2000-2005, I participated in undergraduate research in the lab of Dr. James R. Berenson researching mutations associated with the development of multiple myeloma as well as therapeutic options to improve response to treatment. I also worked in the lab of Dr. Miklos M. Peterfy researching risk factors contributing to the development of type 2 diabetes. These research experiences formed the foundation of my introduction to basic science research and my contributions to the data collection and writing warranted co-authorship and served as invaluable experiences early on in my career.
 
Publications
1. Parker KM, Ma MH, Manyak S, Altamirano CV, Tang YM, Frantzen M, Mikail A, Roussos E, Sjak-Shie N, Vescio RA, Berenson JR., Identification of polymorphisms of the IkappaBalpha gene associated with an increased risk of multiple myeloma. Cancer Genetics and Cytogenetics. 137 (1):43-8, August 2002. ISSN: 01654608, DOI: 10.1016/S0165-4608(02)00541-1
2. Ma MH, Yang HH, Parker K, Manyak S, Friedman JM, Altamirano C, Wu ZQ, Borad MJ, Frantzen M, Roussos E, Neeser J, Mikail A, Adams J, Sjak-Shie N, Vescio RA, Berenson JR., The proteasome inhibitor PS-341 markedly enhances sensitivity of multiple myeloma tumor cells to chemotherapeutic agents. Clinical Cancer Research. 9(3):1136-44, March 2003. ISSN: 10780432
3. Mao HZ, Roussos ET, Péterfy M, Genetic analysis of the diabetes-prone C57BLKS/J mouse strain reveals genetic contribution from multiple strains. Biochimica et Biophysica Acta. 1762(4):440-6, April 2006. ISSN: 09254439, DOI: 10.1016/j.bbadis.2006.01.002

Abstracts & Oral Presentations
1. Imwinkelreid M*, Lamvik K*, Roussos E*, Lunde SE. Stability of the mismatch negativity response to frequency, location, and duration. Poster presentation, American Association for the Advancement of Science, Pacific Division. Logan, Utah June 2004.*Co-first authors

II. Graduate Career: From 2006-2010, I completed my PhD with high honors at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine under the mentorship of Dr. John Condeelis. My thesis focused on the utilization of novel imaging technologies to investigate and develop cell biologic, biophysical, biochemical, and genetic curiosities. My research primarily investigated Mena, a protein we found to be elevated in high-risk and metastatic breast, cervical, colorectal, and pancreatic tumors, suggesting that Mena may function in the metastasis of these malignancies. I provided the first evidence that the relative abundance of two Mena isoforms, MenaINV and Mena11a, regulate key early stages of metastasis that ultimately affect the outcome. Since my discoveries, Mena has been used as part of the “tumor microenvironment for metastasis” (TMEM) to predict the risk of hematogenous metastasis in breast cancer.

Publications
1. *Philippar U, *Roussos ET, Oser M, Yamaguchi H, Kim HD, Giampieri S, Wang Y, Goswami S, Wyckoff JB, Lauffenburger DA, Sahai E, Condeelis JS, Gertler FB., A Mena invasion isoform potentiates EGF-induced carcinoma cell invasion and metastasis. Developmental Cell. 15(6): 813-28, December 2008. ISSN: 15345807, DOI: 10.1016/j.devcel.2008.09.003 *co-first Authors
2. Roussos ET, Wang Y, Wyckoff JB, Sellers RS, Wang W, Li J, Pollard JW, Gertler FB, and Condeelis JS. Mena deficiency delays tumor progression and decreases metastasis in polyoma middle-T transgenic mouse mammary tumors. Breast Cancer Research. 12(6):R101, November 25, 2010. ISSN: 14655411, DOI: 10.1186/bcr2784, PMID: 21108830
3. Roussos ET, Goswami S, Balsamo M, Wyckoff JB, Wang Y, Stobezki R, Adler E, Robinson BD, Jones JG, Gertler FB, Condeelis JS, Oktay MH. Mena invasive (MenaINV) and Mena11a isoforms play distinct roles in breast cancer cell cohesion and association with TMEM. Clinical Experimental Metastasis. 28(4), April 12, 2011. ISSN: 02620898, DOI: 10.1007/s10585-011-9388-6
4. Roussos ET, Balsamo M, Alford SK, Wyckoff JB, Gligorijevic B, Wang Y, Pozzuto M, Stobezki R, Goswami S, Lauffenburger DA, Bresnick AR, Gertler FB, Condeelis JS. Mena Invasive (MenaINV) promotes multicellular streaming motility and transendothelial migration in a mouse model of breast cancer. Journal of Cell Science. 124(13): 2120-31, July 1, 2011. ISSN: 00219533, DOI: 10.1242/jcs.086231

III. Postdoctoral Fellowship/ Assistant Professorship in Oncology: From 2016-present, I was a postdoctoral fellow under the mentorship of Dr. Elizabeth M. Jaffee from 2016-2018 and an Assistant Professor of Oncology at Johns Hopkins from 2018-Present. I will be starting as an Assitant Professor at the University of California as of October 1, 2019. My laboratory research is focused on immuno-oncology in animal models of breast cancer. I am working on the development of animal models for use in the investigation of immune-based therapies in both Her2+, triple negative and lobular mouse models of breast cancer. My work investigates rational combinations of checkpoint inhibitors with epigenetic and other targeted therapies to determine how to improve the efficacy of immunotherapies and their mechanisms of action. My translational research is focused on immuno-oncology in high-risk breast cancers. I am currently the laboratory PI for the NCI9844—phase I study evaluating safety, tolerability, and preliminary antitumor activity of entinostat and nivolumab with or without ipilimumab in advanced solid tumors. I am involved in the evaluation of clinical trial data, study amendments, and clinical correlates. This trial is currently accruing and the first set of clinical correlate evaluation is underway. Overall, I am interested in dissection of the specific mechanisms involved in response to checkpoint inhibitors with the goal of understanding how to transform the breast tumor microenvironment into an immune responsive microenvironment and bring immunotherapy into the clinic for patients with breast cancer. 

Publications
1. Davis-Marcisak EF, Orugunta P, Stein-O’Brien GL, Puram SV, Roussos Torres ET, Hopkins AC, Jaffee EM, Favorov AV, Afsari B, Goff LA, Fertig EJ. Expression variation analysis for tumor heterogeneity in single-cell RNA-sequencing data. Cancer Research. 2019 Jul 23;. DOI: 10.1158/0008-5472.CAN-18-3882. PubMed PMID: 31337651
2. Ma, HS, Poudel B, Roussos Torres ET, Sidhom, JW, Robinson T, Christmas BJ, Scott B, Cruz K, Woolman S, Wall V, Armstrong TD, Jaffee EM. A CD40 agonist and PD-1 antagonist antibody reprogram the tumor microenvironment of non-immunogenic tumors to allow T cell mediated anti-cancer activity. Cancer Immunology Research. 7(3), March 7, 2019. DOI: 10.1158/2326-6066. CIR-18-0061
3. Christmas BJ, Rafie C, Hopkins A, Scott BA, Ma HS, Cruz K, Woolman S, Armstrong TD, Connolly RM, Azad N, Jaffee EM, Roussos Torres ET*, *Corresponding author, Entinostat converts immune resistant breast & pancreatic cancers into checkpoint responsive tumors by reprogramming tumor infiltrating myeloid derived suppressor cells. Cancer Immunology Research. 6(12), December 18, 2018. ISSN: 2326-6074, DOI: 10.1158/2326-6066.CIR-18-0070, PMID: 30341213
4. Roussos Torres ET, Connolly RM, Optimizing HER2-Directed Therapy in Early-Stage Breast Cancer. Current Breast Cancer Reports, Article 296, November 6, 2018. ISSN: 1943-4588, DOI: 10.1007/s12609-018-0296-5

D.	Additional Information: Research Support 

Ongoing Research Support
1. Commonwealth Foundation Project PI: Evanthia Roussos Torres	
Johns Hopkins Institutional Grant																07/2018-06/2020
2. MacMillan Pathway to Independence. PI: Evanthia Roussos Torres
Johns Hopkins Institutional Grant																07/2018-06/2020

Professional Societies
2017-present	Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer
2016-present	American Society of Clinical Oncology
2010-present	American Association for Cancer Research
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Editorial Activities as Scientific Reviewer
2018-present	Cancer Immunology Research
2018-present	Journal of Clinical Investigation
2018-present	Clinical Cancer Research
2009-2011		Breast Cancer Research
