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A.
Personal Statement

Briefly describe why your experience and qualifications make you particularly well-suited for your role (e.g., PD/PI, mentor, participating faculty) in the project that is the subject of the application.  Within this section you may, if you choose, briefly describe factors such as family care responsibilities, illness, disability, and active duty military service that may have affected your scientific advancement or productivity.
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	NAME

Nelson, Maria Elizabeth
	POSITION TITLE

Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery

	eRA COMMONS USER NAME (credential, e.g., agency login)


	

	EDUCATION/TRAINING  (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, include postdoctoral training and residency training if applicable.)

	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE

(if applicable)
	MM/YY
	FIELD OF STUDY

	Carleton College
	B.A.
	06/03
	Biology

	University of South Dakota
	M.A.
	06/05
	Biology

	University of South Dakota
	M.D.
	05/08
	Medicine


	Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital
	
	06/13
	General Surgery

	Cedars-Sinai Medical Center
	Post-doctoral fellowship
	06/14
	Fellowship Breast Surgery


A. Personal Statement

My career focus has been pursuing expertise in surgical breast oncology.  I have joined the faculty at USC in September in a role dedicated to breast surgery, after completing my fellowship training in surgical breast oncology at Cedars Sinai Hospital.  I understand the requirements of large-scale collaborative research and am committed to contributing to ongoing research wherever I can play a helpful role.  I am interested in all aspects of surgical care for breast related disease and in all advances in treatment of cancer that can be applied to the breast, though my past research has most concerned the impact on surgical treatment of diagnostic imaging.  For example, during my residency training at Cottage Hospital in Santa Barbara, I performed a retrospective study that compared rates of mastectomy in our community hospital after MRI was or was not used.  The data replicated results demonstrated in larger centers showing a strong association between pre-operative MRI and higher rates of mastectomy, and I had the opportunity to present this data at the American College of Surgeons scientific session in San Francisco fall of 2012.  In fellowship, I pursued questions related to MRI use in diagnosing secondary lesions in breast cancer patients and presented my results at the American Society of Breast Surgeons annual conference in the spring of 2014.  The future direction of my research interests include studying the outcomes related to surgical treatment of underserved populations, the diagnostic role of breast imaging techniques, and the complex nature of decision-making in breast cancer care, particularly how patients and physicians handle uncertain risk.  

B. Positions and Honors
Positions and Employment

2013-2014

Fellow, Department of Surgery, Breast Surgery, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, CA 

2014-present
Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 

Other Experience and Professional Memberships

2012-


Member, American Society of Breast Surgeons
2012-


Member, America College of Surgeons
2012-


Member, Society of Surgical Oncology
Honors

2013
15th Annual Lynn Sage Breast Cancer Symposium Achievement Award

2007
Dr. Robert and Ruth Quinn Scholarship

2007
Beyond Borders Outstanding Poster Award

2006
I.D.  Erinberg, MD Scholarship 

2005
American Society of Hematology Student Research Proposal 

2005
American Society of Hematology Student Travel Award

C. Selected Peer-reviewed Publications (Selected from 42 peer-reviewed publications)
Most relevant to the current application

1. Nelson, M., Noori, S., and Giuliano, A.



Role of Sentinel Lymph Node Biopsy In Breast Cancer Patients. JNCCN. Expected publication March 2015.  

2. Noori, S. Nelson, M. and Giuliano, A.



Comparison Of Nodal Metastasis Between BRCA Mutation Carriers and Non-BRCA Mutation Carriers with Breast Cancer. Annals of Surgical Oncology. 2014 Apr; Submitted for peer-review (ASO-2014-04-0653).
D. Research Support

Completed Research

Giuliano (PI)








9/1/2013-9/1/2014 

Retrospective review of secondary lesions founds on breast MRI.

Role: Co-Investigator

Giuliano (PI)








9/1/2013-6/1/2014

Comparison of nodal metastasis between BRCA mutation carriers and non-BRCA mutation patients with breast cancer

Role: Co-Investigator

Grafton and Waxman (PI)





7/1/2011-6/30/2013

Retrospective community based review of mastectomy rates and MRI use

Role: Co-Investigator

PHS 398/2590 (Rev. 06/09)
Page     
Biographical Sketch Format Page
0925-0001/0002 (Rev. 08/12)
Page     
Biographical Sketch Format Page

