
OMB No. 0925-0001/0002 (Rev. 08/12 Approved Through 8/31/2015)
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
Provide the following information for the Senior/key personnel and other significant contributors.
Follow this format for each person.  DO NOT EXCEED FIVE PAGES.
NAME: Setiawan, Veronica Wendy 
eRA COMMONS USER NAME (credential, e.g., agency login): wsetiawan
POSITION TITLE: Assistant Professor of Preventive Medicine
EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such as nursing, include postdoctoral training and residency training if applicable. Add/delete rows as necessary.)
	INSTITUTION AND LOCATION
	DEGREE
(if applicable)

	Completion Date
MM/YYYY

	FIELD OF STUDY


	University of California, Los Angeles, CA
	B.S.
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	Biochemistry

	University of California, Los Angeles, CA
	M.S.
	04/2000
	Epidemiology

	University of California, Los Angeles, CA
	Ph.D.
	06/2002
	Epidemiology

	Harvard School of Public Health
	Postdoc
	07/2003
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A. Personal Statement

I am a cancer epidemiologist with research focused on understanding the cause of racial/ethnic differences in cancer incidence and mortality and identifying those at highest risk because of genetic and biologic factors, environmental exposures, or a combination of both. I have led many projects in several large epidemiologic studies such as the Multiethnic Cohort (MEC), the California Teachers Study (CTS), the Harvard Nurses’ Health Study (NHS) and two NCI’s consortia [the Breast and Prostate Cancer Cohort Consortium (BPC3), the Epidemiology of Endometrial Cancer Consortium (E2C2)], and the NHGRI Population Architecture Using Genomics and Epidemiology (PAGE) study. I received an NCI’s career development award (K07) and served as a PI of several NCI-, ACS-, and CTSI-funded projects which resulted in several peer-reviewed publications from each project. As a PI of consortium projects, I have collaborated with clinicians and other researchers from various disciplines and institutions. As a MEC co-investigator, the majority of my research has been conducted in this cohort. I have successfully spearheaded the linkage between the MEC and CMS Medicare claims data and utilized the linked data to identify comorbid conditions in cancer patients and study many health conditions, including gastrointestinal diseases (e.g. pancreatitis, cholelithiasis, etc.) that were otherwise unobtainable in the cohort. I have expertise in the design, management and analysis of epidemiologic studies to successfully carry out the proposed work.
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B. Positions and Honors

Positions and Employment
1995-1996		Laboratory Assistant II, Department of Neurology, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
1996-1998		Hospital Laboratory Technician II, Clinical Microbiology Laboratory, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
1998-2002		Staff Research Associate II, Department of Epidemiology, UCLA, Los Angeles, CA
2002-2003		Research Fellow in Medicine, Channing Laboratory-Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA
2005-2006		Research Associate, Zilkha Neurogenetic Institute, USC, Los Angeles, CA
2006-2010 	Assistant Professor of Research, Department of Preventive Medicine, USC, Los Angeles, CA
2010-			Assistant Professor of Preventive Medicine, USC, Los Angeles, CA

Other Experience and Professional Memberships
1998-			Active Member, American Association for Cancer Research (AACR)
1998-			Member, Molecular Epidemiology Working Group, American Association for Cancer Research
2006-			Executive Member, NCI Epidemiology of Endometrial Cancer Consortium (E2C2)
2008-			Member, Southern California Environmental Health Sciences Center
2009			NIH Peer Review Committee: Small Grants in Cancer Epidemiology, ad hoc reviewer
2009-2010 	Breast Cancer Research Program (BCRP) for the Department of Defense Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP), ad hoc reviewer
2010-			Member, USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
2012	NIH Peer Review Committee: Research answers to NCI’s provocative questions (R01 and R21), ad hoc  reviewer
2015-			Member, NCI’s Hepatocellular Carcinoma Epidemiology Consortium (HCCEC)
2014-			Associate Editor, Cancer Causes and Controls 
2014-			Editorial board member, Cancer Epidemiology, Biomarkers and Prevention

Honors
1998-2002		NIH Cancer Epidemiology Training Program, Predoctoral Fellowship
1999			UCLA Raymond Goodman Scholarship for Academic Excellence 
1999			Special Training Award Internship, International Agency for Research on Cancer, Lyon, France 
2000			Public Health Honor Society, Delta Omega Society, Iota Chapter 
2000			AACR Award to attend Pathobiology of Cancer Workshop, Keystone, CO 
2000			Molecular Epidemiology Symposia Funded Scholarship, Taos, New Mexico 
2001			AACR-AstraZeneca Scholar in Training Award 
2002			UCLA Ruth F. Richard's Outstanding Student Award 
2002			American Society for Preventive Oncology (ASPO) New Investigator Award 
2002-2005		NIH Cancer Epidemiology Training Program, Postdoctoral Fellowship
2004-2005		The USC Center of Excellence in Genome Science Pilot Project Award ($25K)
2005			AACR-Aflac Scholar in Training Award 

C. Contribution to Science

My research showed a significant racial/ethnic disparity in endometrial cancer incidence with Native Hawaiians have the highest incidence rates, but African Americans and Latinas have the highest risk of developing advanced and more aggressive cancer1. Surprisingly, ethnic differences in the prevalence of known risk factors do not account for the observed interethnic differences in endometrial cancer risk to any significant extent. I found that heavy alcohol consumption2 and adult weight gain are important risk factors for endometrial cancer, and that the risks associated with weight gain vary across ethnic groups3. While analgesic use did not show any effect4, soy intake was inversely associated with risk5. I led a large collaborative study which showed that a late age at last birth significantly decreases the risk of endometrial cancer independent of parity and other known endometrial cancer risk factors6. I also showed that estrogen-related risk factors are associated with the rare and clinically aggressive type II tumors (mainly serous tumors) suggesting that the etiology of type-II tumors may not be completely estrogen-independent as previously believed7. This is an exciting result that contradicts the prevailing paradigm in endometrial cancer.
In addition to endometrial cancer, I have strong interest in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) and chronic liver disease (CLD) epidemiology. While incidence and mortality rates have declined for most cancers in the United States, HCC rates have tripled; it is now the fastest rising cause of cancer deaths. Prospective epidemiologic studies of HCC from different ethnic populations in the US are almost non-existent.  I recently received an NIH funding to investigate the cause of racial/ethnic disparity in HCC incidence in the MEC (>215,000 participants), focusing on metabolic syndromes and life-style factors. I showed that Latinos had the highest age-adjusted incidence rate of HCC across ethnic groups, followed by Native Hawaiians, African Americans, Japanese Americans, and whites8. Compared to whites, the other ethnic groups had at least two-fold higher risk of developing HCC. I also showed that diabetes is a strong independent risk factor for HCC in all ethnic groups and eliminating diabetes could potentially reduce HCC incidence in all ethnic groups, with the largest potential for reduction in Latinos8. For life-style factors, I showed that increasing coffee consumption was associated, in a dose-dependent manner, with lower risks of incident HCC and mortality from CLD 9. The protective association was consistently observed in African Americans, Japanese Americans, Native Hawaiians, Latinos, and whites. My study was the first prospective analysis of this kind from multiethnic US populations.
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D. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support 

R03CA186203  	Setiawan (PI)		04/01/14-03/31/16
NIH/NCI 										          
Investigating the cause of racial/ethnic disparity in hepatocellular cancer risk 
The goal of this study is to identify factors that explain the rising hepatocellular carcinoma incidence in African Americans and Latinos.
Role: PI

UM1CA164973  	Le Marchand/Wilkens/Henderson (MPI)	07/01/12-06/30/17                  
NIH/NCI	
Understanding Ethnic Differences in Cancer: The Multiethnic Cohort Study	
This grant supports the infrastructure of the Multiethnic Cohort (MEC) Study, which was established in        
Hawaii and southern California between 1993 and 1996 to study risk factors for cancer and other chronic diseases. 
Role: Co-Investigator 

U01 HG007397  	Haiman (PI)		09/01/13-06/30/17
NIH/NHGRI                                                             				
Epidemiologic Investigation of Putative Functional Variation in the Multiethnic Cohort
The major goal of this project is to examine less common coding variation in relationship with a wide range of phenotypes and traits in minority populations.
Role: Co-Investigator 

Institutional Research Grant Pilot 	Setiawan (PI)		05/15/14-05/14/15  
American Cancer Society								             					
Comorbidities and racial disparities in endometrial cancer treatment and outcomes
The goal of this study is to investigate the role of obesity and medical comorbidities in disparities in cancer treatment and outcomes in endometrial cancer patients.
Role: PI 

Selected Completed Research Support

K07 CA116543   Setiawan (PI)       09/01/06 – 08/31/13 
NIH/NCI                                											
Genes, Hormones and Breast Cancer Risk
The objective of this project is to identify environmental and genetic determinants of circulating endogenous sex-steroid hormone levels among a cross-sectional population of healthy postmenopausal women from the Multiethnic Cohort Study (MEC).
Role: PI

R03 CA135632  Setiawan (PI)           04/01/09 – 03/31/13
NIH/NCI                                					   					
Type 1 and Type 2 endometrial cancer: have they different risk factors? Pooled analysis in E2C2
The objective of this project is to examine similarities and differences in risk factors for endometrial cancer by histological type using a pooled analysis of 25 studies in E2C2.
Role: PI

R03 CA128008  Setiawan (PI)            08/01/08-07/31/12
NIH/NCI									                        
Genetic Variation in Estrogen Sulfation Genes and Endometrial Cancer 
The goal of this study is to examine the association between genes involved in estrogen sulfation pathway and endometrial cancer risk.
Role: PI

R01 CA134958   De Vivo (PI)			09/01/09-08/31/12
NIH/NCI									        	
Genome-wide association study of endometrial cancer
The major goal of the project is to investigate genetic susceptibility to endometrial cancer.	
Role: Subcontract PI

U01 HG004802	Le Marchand (PI) 		07/01/08 – 09/30/13 
NIH/NHGRI									
Epidemiology of Putative Causal Variants in the Multiethnic Cohort
The goal of this project is to characterize in the five MEC ethnic/racial populations, the associations of putative causal variants discovered for various chronic diseases in large ongoing genomic studies.
Role: Co-Investigator


R13CA180637  Setiawan/Olson/De Vivo/Lu (MPI)	      02/01/14-01/31/15
NIH/NCI										          	
Advances in Endometrial Cancer Epidemiology and Biology
This interdisciplinary symposium will bring investigators from the fields of epidemiology, clinical research, basic science, and social science to report on the newest findings from their research, with the goal of identifying gaps in knowledge and high-priority research questions that will have an impact on incidence, treatment, and survival from endometrial cancer.
Role: PI



