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A.	Personal Statement

I have a passion for early phase clinical trials research. Patients with locally advanced or metastatic cancers are in dire need for improved therapy options. We have seen significant improvements in survival and quality of life for this patient population in part thanks to early phase clinical trials research. A primary goal in my career is to improve outcomes for patients with advanced solid tumor malignancies through improved understanding of the molecular determinants of cancer as well as the development of novel therapeutics. I chose a career in medicine to have the opportunity help ease pain and suffering through compassion and care. I believe therapeutic clinical trials allow us to bridge the gap between science and humanity, and the conduct of such trials should be done with the highest degree of empathy and ethics. I have had the benefit of mentorship from Dr. Anthony El-Khoueiry. I have gained valuable experience in the design and conduct of early phase trials and continue to benefit from his mentorship. Together we have significantly increased accrual to early phase clinical trials at USC. 
I am also committed to improving access to early phase clinical trials to all populations. We have a unique partnership with the LA county safety net hospital, and are able to enroll patients from the safety net oncology clinic to early phase clinical trials. I have created a database to collect further information on this experience. We enroll a highly diverse population, which is in stark contrast to national average accrual to clinical trials, being predominantly Caucasian patients. We hope to continue to learn from our experience and encourage other centers to make the same efforts to enroll a diverse patient population.  
My clinical focus is the treatment of patients with head and neck malignancies, in addition to a solid tumor phase I clinic. I have designed an IIT for treatment of advanced head and neck cancer which has been funded by NIH and is currently accruing throughout the ETCTN. I have also designed an IIT utilizing liquid biopsies for enhanced monitoring of patients with head and neck cancer. I have also served as site principal investigator for seventeen industry-sponsored early phase clinical trials and have extensive experience conducting clinical research. In addition, I have regular collaboration with non-clinical investigators at USC on translational projects. I have the experience and mentorship support necessary to design and conduct a therapeutic clinical trial to completion. 

B.	Positions and Honors
2022			Service Chief of Medical Oncology, LAC+USC medical center
2022			Vice co-chair, Clinical Investigations Committee, USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
2020 – 2022	Phase I Committee Chair, USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
2018 – 2022	Assistant Professor, USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
2016 – 2017 	Chief Fellow, USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
2015	Excellence in Teaching with Humanism Residents and Fellows Award, University of California Los Angeles
2012			Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Society
2010 – 2012	James Scholar Honors Program, University of Illinois

C.	Contributions to Science
Intratumoral Injections of Cytotoxic Chemotherapy and the Effect on the Tumor Microenvironment
Through our efforts to accrue patients on a clinical trial of intratumoral injections of a chemotherapy formulation, our site has become the lead institution for this effort. I have had the opportunity to represent the investigators to present this work at several conferences including an oral presentation. We have demonstrated that intratumoral injections can, in addition to palliation of locally injected tumors, lead to favorable changes in the tumor microenviroment that may lead to improved systemic immune responses to the tumor. We have demonstrated a rationale for combining this agent with checkpoint inhibitors and are now are accruing to a combination expansion of this agent with checkpoint inhibitors. 
1. Thomas, JS, El-Khoueiry, AB, Siu, LL, “Pharmacodynamic, safety, and efficacy results of a phase I/II trial of intratumoral INT230-6 alone (IT-01) or in combination with pembrolizumab (PEM) (Keynote A10) in patients with advanced solid tumors.” J Clin Oncol 38: 2020 (suppl; abstr 3016) 
2. Thomas, JS, Olszansky, A, El-Khoueiry, A, “Intratumoral INT230-6 injection into solid tumors kills tumors and induces immune cell infiltration leading to abscopal responses and prolonged disease control in multiple refractory cancer types” Oral Abstract presented at: 34th annual meeting of the Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer (SITC). Nov 6-10, 2019, National Harbor, MD.  
3. El-Khoueiry, A, Thomas, JS, Olszansky, A. “Safety profile of INT230-6, a novel intratumoral (IT) formulation, during injections into a variety of refractory deep and superficial tumors with evidence of tumor regression and immune activation” J Clin Oncol 37, 2019 (suppl; abstr 2602)

Clinical development of a First-in-Class EphB4-EphrinB2 Inhibitor
I have played an integral role in the development of sEphB4-HSA, a novel first-in-class inhibitor of the EphB4-EphrinB2 pathway. I wrote a major amendment to the single-agent clinical trial that added multiple new cohorts. I also have designed an IIT using sEphB4-HSA in combination with a checkpoint inhibitor. I have partnered with a basic science colleague to analyze clinical and biomarker data from patient specimens in order to rationally design our next phase of clinical trials. We have presented our work at major conferences. 
1. Hanna, DL, Thomas, JS, El-Khoueiry, AB, “A phase Ib study of sEphB4-HSA combined with first-line chemotherapy in patients (pts) with advanced pancreatic (PC) and biliary cancers (BC).” J Clin Oncol 38: 2020 (suppl; abstr 4640) 
2. Thomas, JS, Lenz HJ, El-Khoueiry, A “A First-In-Human Phase I Study of sEphB4-HSA (sEphB4) with Expansion in Hepatocellular (HCC) and Cholangiocarcinoma (CCA)” J Clin Oncol 36, 2018 (suppl 4S; abstr 285)
3. El-Khoueiry, A, J. Thomas, Gill, P et al. “A first-in-human phase I study of sEphB4-HSA in patients with advanced solid tumors with expansion at the maximum tolerated dose (MTD) or recommended phase II dose (RP2D).” European Journal of Cancer, Volume 69, S11

D.	Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance 
2022	NCI funding protocol #10496 “A Phase 2 Study of Ipatasertib in Combination with Pembrolizumab for First Line Treatment of Recurrent or Metastatic Squamous Cell Cancer of the Head and Neck”
2019 – 2020	Ming Hsieh Institute for Research on Engineering Medicine for Cancer, Internal Grant for clinical development and translation research with FID-007, a novel nanoparticle taxane. 
2018			Board Certified in Hematology and Medical Oncology
2018			Board Certified in Internal Medicine
